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•  Soil survey 

•  before 1945 (Baeyens) 

•  1945 – 1960 (INEAC) 

•  1960 – 1993 (companies, UGent) 

•  after 2000 (PhD, MSc) 

•  Digital mapping (VlIR project) 

•  SOTERCAF (UGent-ISRIC-FAO) 

 1933 creation NILCO-INEAC 

 1940-1945 WW II 

 > 1950 full expansion INEAC 

 1960 Independance Congo 

 1990 stop  international cooperation DRC 

 1997 end of Mobutu 

 2000 restart Belgian Cooperation (VlIR) 

 1994 Rwanda genocide 

UGent soil surveys for plantation agriculture INEAC soil maps 

General soil map Lower Congo (Baeyens, 1935) 
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INEAC reseach stations UGent systematic soil surveys 

+/- 16,5% of DRC mapped 

Soil maps various legends : uniform legend required 

Digital storage (VlIR-project UGent-HOGent-
UNILU-UNIKIN) 

All soils maps can be consulted on 
http://www.labsoilscience.ugent.be/Congo/ 

SOTERCAF: digital soil map of DRC, Rwanda & 
Burundi (UGent, ISRIC, FAO) 
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ACh  -  Haplic ACRISOLS

ACu  -  Humic ACRISOLS

ANm  -  Mollic ANDOSOLS

ANu  -  Umbric ANDOSOLS

ARh  -  Haplic ARENOSOLS

ARa  -  Albic ARENOSOLS

ARl  -  Luvic ARENOSOLS

ARo  -  Ferralic ARENOSOLS

CMd  -  Dystric CAMBISOLS

CMe  -  Eutric CAMBISOLS

CMo  -  Ferralic CAMBISOLS

CMu  -  Humic CAMBISOLS

CMv  -  Vertic CAMBISOLS

FLd  -  Dystric FLUVISOLS

FLu - Umbric FLUVISOLS

FLm  -  Mollic FLUVISOLS

FRh  -  Haplic FERRALSOLS

FRp  -  Plinthic FERRALSOLS

FRr  -  Rhodic FERRALSOLS

FRu  -  Humic FERRALSOLS

FRx  -  Xanthic FERRALSOLS

GLd  -  Dystric GLEYSOLS

GLe  -  Eutric GLEYSOLS

GLm  -  Mollic GLEYSOLS

GLu - Umbric GLEYSOLS

HSf  -  Fibric HISTOSOLS

HSs  -  Terric HISTOSOLS

LPd - Dystric LEPTOSOLS

LXh  -  Haplic LIXISOLS

LXp - Plinthic LIXISOLS

NTh  -  Haplic NITOSOLS

NTr  -  Rhodic NITOSOLS

NTu  -  Humic NITOSOLS

PHi - Luvic PHAEOZEMS

RGd  -  Dystric REGOSOLS

SCg  -  Gleyic SOLONCHAKS

VRe  -  Eutric VERTISOLS

VRk  -  Calcic VERTISOLS

Eau

www.isric.org/UK/About+ISRIC/Projects/Track+Record/SOT
ER-CAF.htm 

Soil profile descriptions and physico-chemical analysis 
compiled in Guide des sols en RD Congo(VlIR project 

UGent, HOGent, UNILU) 
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