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A flock of small ruminants entering the city of Maradi (Niger) contrasting with
the fully urbanized centre of Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso).
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Fig. 2. — Expected evolution of the number of cities in western
and central Africa between 1990 and 2020 (downloaded from http:/
www. fao.org/NEWS/FACTFILE/IMG/FF9720-¢.pdf).

economy which remains more characterized by trade and craft than by industry.
Before independence, the colonial powers generally favoured exporting raw
materials rather than developing local manufacturing, to the benefit of metro-
politan industries. Subsequently, industrialization failed to build up a sustainable
industrial network and the export of raw materials still remains very important.
Sub-Saharan African urbanization has been sustained by the development of a
huge sector of small businesses and activities, which can be defined as an infor-
mal economy. In all of Africa, barely 10% of those entering the labour market
today can find formal employment (ATKINSON 2001).

However, it is important to keep in mind that in the beginning, this informal
economy was not only a response to the need for employment on the part of an
increasing urban population, in the context of a weak and inadequate formal
economy, but also an integral part of the ongoing urbanization process in sub-
Saharan Africa itself. In the past thirty years, the number of people involved in
that informal economy has increased sevenfold (DGCID 2000). Such is the
case that small enterprises have been developed from these “small street jobs”
(Fopouor 1991, MENGHO 1998). According to the “Club du Sahel” (1999) the






































































































































































































































































































