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GRUBB (Norman Plercy]), Leader of Worldwide
Evangelization Crusade (WEC) (1895-1993).

Born in Bournemouth, England, the older brother of
Kenneth Grubb, Norman Grubb, was active in Christian
witness in his regiment during World War I, when he
also received the Military Cross for meritorious action.
He enrolled at Cambridge University and helped esta-
blish Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship in Britain.
Marrying Pauline Studd, the daughter of C. T. Studd,
founder of WEC, Grubb served from 1920 to 1927 in
the northern Belgian Congo, where he helped translate
the New Testament into Bangala. In 1928 he accepted
responsibility for representing WEC in Britain, and
after C. T. Studd’s death in 1931, was appointed general
secretary. Inheriting a faltering force of thirty mission-
aries and insufficient support, Grubb implemented a
consensus style of leadership, introduced the ‘“faith
mission” basis of support for home-based personnel,
and pressed for expansion. When he retired in 1965,
WEC numbered eight hundred missionaries in twenty
countries. With his personal encouragement, the Chris-
tian Literature Crusade, a sister mission, was founded in
1947.

Continuing his ministry as author and speaker in his
later years, Grubb emphasized “union life” in Christ and
is credited with helping many around the world find a
richer spiritual life. From 1957 the Grubbs made their
home on WEC property at Fort Washington, Pennsylva-
nia, where his wife Pauline predeceased him in 1981.

15 May 2003.
R. T. Coote.

Publications: C. T. Studd: Cricketeer and Pioneer (1946). — Jack
Harrison, Successor to C. T. Studd (1948). — Once Caught, No Escape
(his autobiography) (1969). + several works on “deeper life” themes.
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